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The EAP Committee was pleased to welcome Professor Hino, of Osaka University, who
gave a lecture on the value of incorporating usage of and instruction in English as an
international language (EIL) within an EMI context. He began the presentation by giving
his definition of EIL, which draws on elements of the concepts of World Englishes (WE)
and English as a Lingua Franca (ELF), and which he noted was the focus of his pedagogy.
One reason his research has focused on EIL in EMI classes is that these classes provide
one of the few chances available to students in Japan for practicing EIL in an authentic
setting. As such, within his own EMI classes he provides activities which encourage
interaction between students, with higher proficiency students helping to support lower
proficiency students. This arrangement has obvious benefits for less proficient learners,
but Professor Hino additionally argued that, as the higher proficiency students have to
consider how to adjust their language to be understood, such situations are actually
mutually beneficial. One such activity that he recommended was observed small group
discussions, wherein a group of students hold a discussion in front of their classmates,
who observe the discussion. This is followed by a class discussion, in which both the
content of the discussion and the communication strategies used by the members of the
small group are discussed. Professor Hino’s presentation was followed by a short Q&A
session. (Lewis Murray)
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The first EAP Workshop of
the year was hosted by the
EAP Committee as an
opportunity for instructors
to give their views on how
their EAP I and EAP II
classes in Quarter 1 had
progressed and share any
comments they may have
had about the courses. The
event was chaired by
Professor Brown, who
outlined the morning’s
proceedings, before Professor Oyabu and Professor Kwon gave presentations. Professor
Oyabu’s presentation detailed the university’s policy regarding disabled and vulnerable
students, and how this affects EAP classes. This was followed by a short Q&A, before
Professor Kwon presented on written feedback on student writing. This began with an
outline of some of the different methods that can be used for providing feedback and the
effectiveness of each, before instructors were invited to share comments about their own
experiences of giving feedback within the context of EAP classes. Following the two
presentations, there was an informal discussion during which instructors discussed
various aspects of the EAP I and EAP II courses with committee members. (Lewis
Murray)
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The second EAP workshop of the year began with Professor Duggan presenting research
she has carried out investigating the effectiveness of Criterion grading software,
especially with regard to its value as a potential grading tool for EAP assignments. The
presentation was followed by a Q&A session and discussion of the potential benefits and
drawbacks of the software, both from the perspectives of instructors and learners. After
a short break, the second session began, during which the respective EAP course heads
introduced the major changes to the EAP syllabi for 2020, which include the creation of
new course materials for EAP II and substantial changes to the EAP III and EAP IV
assignments to ease the grading load on instructors. The motivation for the changes to

5



EAP III and EAP IV - namely,
the university-wide changes
to grading deadlines and the
new “interval” system - were
explained to instructors. The
main points of discussion
following these explanations
were the possible drawbacks
of instructors changing
students between EAP III
and EAP 1V, and clarification
of the new format for the
EAP III and EAP IV
assignments. (Lewis Murray)
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The EAP Committee held an informal welcome
event enabling full- and part-time instructors to
meet each other and EAP committee members.
The event also allowed instructors to ask
questions related to teaching and assessing the
EAP courses, and to clarify any administrative
issues. Instructors new to Kanazawa University
were given a tour of the General Education
Building, familiarizing them with the Gakumu
office, the part-time instructors’ common room and the classrooms. In total, twelve
instructors attended, five of whom were new to teaching EAP classes. Attendees were
also able to pick up their copy of the 2019 EAP Teachers’ Guide. (Lewis Murray)
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